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Oct. 7, 1995
UM’S PRESCOTT HOUSE PLANNED FOR CURRICULUM-WRITING PROJECT
MISSOULA The Prescott House, one of the oldest buildings on The University of Montana’s Missoula
campus, will be converted to new use as a reception center and offices for a curriculum-writing
project within the School of Education, President George Dennison announced Saturday.
Renovation of the historic structure will be financed by a Capital Campaign gift to the UM
Foundation from Dennis and Phyllis Washington of Missoula, to supplement earlier gifts of
$100,000 each from the Missoula law firm Datsopoulos, MacDonald and Lind and the Omahabased Suzanne and Walter Scott Foundation. The exact amount of the Washingtons’ gift will be
determined by the renovation cost.
"Private support enables the University to turn one of our historic buildings into a campus
showplace," Dennison said. " Its dual purpose as an educational facility and social center will
allow the University to maximize use of the Prescott House."
The historic building will house the UM/ATV Project, which was launched last year
through a $1 million gift from the Washingtons. The project is a center for curriculum innovation
that will provide curricular materials and other services to Achievement Television.
Each month during the academic year, Achievement Television presents interactive
televised courses that enable students throughout the nation to participate in discussions with
leading experts in the fields being studied. UM has already served as an origination site for two
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ATV programs broadcast nationally: a May 1994 program that featured author Tom McGuane and
20 Columbia Falls High School students, and a November 1994 session with Great Falls students
and paleontologist Jack Homer.
UM/ATV offices w ill be housed on the second level of the Prescott House. Plans call for
turning the main floor into a reception area for small conferences, meetings and retreats.
Enhancing its use for this purpose will be an outdoor pavilion to be constructed on the house’s
southeast side. The upper level will be sectioned into offices for the School of education and
Achievement Television.
In addition to their cash gifts for the School of Education and the Prescott House, the
Washingtons made two in-kind gifts last summer through their businesses. Campus Drive was
rerouted as it passes in front of the Prescott House, softening the roadway's S-curve and adding
much-needed parking spaces. The other gift added 7,000 new seats in the end zones of
Washington-Grizzly Stadium, which was built with the help of their in-kind contributions.
The Prescott House was built at the foot of Mount Sentinel around the turn of the century
by Clarence Prescott, a nephew of C.P. Higgins, one of Missoula’s founders. UM bought the
house in 1955 and granted lifetime tenancy to Prescott’s son, Clarence Jr., who remained in the
house until his death in 1993, shortly after his 100th birthday.
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